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General Meeting—Tuesday 5 October at 7.30 p.m. 
Speaker: Kelly Clitheroe 


Talk title: A tour of the Southern skies; an amateur astronomer's journey and images of the Southern Hemisphere's 
celestial wonders. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 2 November at 7.30 p.m. 
Speaker: Staurt Lardner, Area Chief Ranger, Parks Victoria 


Talk title: Utilising adaptive (and innovative) management to enhance ecological values in the Brisbane Ranges 
National Park and You Yangs Regional Park. 


In the last few months we have welcomed or welcomed back to the club... 
Matt Natonewski, Lake Connewarre; Sandra Nowland-Foreman, Point Lonsdale; Andrea Carroll-Haigh, Fingal, Tas. 


We wish them a long and happy association. 


Club Meetings and Excursions 


We still hope to restart face to face meetings soon. However based on the current Victorian Road Map 2021, it's looking 
difficult due to density caps for inside gatherings. For ‘out of town’ presenters we will likely continue to use Zoom 
indefinitely. Excursions may also need to be cancelled at short notice. We'll continue to plan excursions, and then 
cancel once it is clear they are not possible. Check the club website, Facebook, or the email Newsletters for any 

last-minute changes to what may be listed in the Geelong Naturalist. 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
oubmissions for the next magazine will be due on Monday 25 October 
Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 


Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jog —to the editor. 
The editor for the November edition of the Geelong Naturalist is Jane Morrow morrowjane5@gmail.com 


Useful Links 


Our website is www.gfnc.org.au. Anyone can visit, but if you wish to add observations you need to register. Just email 
info@gfnc.org.au and ask for a username and temporary password. 


The website calendar is kept up to date with upcoming activities, and now includes more information on 
events. www.gfnc.org.au/meetings/calendar-all/ 


Many of our Zoom meetings have been recorded and are available for viewing if you missed out. It can take a few 
weeks for them to be posted as they need to be edited. You can find them at bit.ly/GENCWebinars 


Recent copies of our magazine and bird report are available from Trove. The Geelong Naturalist is at bit.ly/ 
Geelong Naturalist and the Geelong Bird Report is bit.ly/BirdReport 


We have a Facebook Page open to all www.facebook.com/geelonafnc and a Facebook Group open to club members 
to share things www.facebook.com/groups/GeelongFNCGroup Just visit and ask to join. 


Our Instagram account is www.instagram.com/geelonagfieldnaturalists/ 


We get most newsletters and journals from other clubs electronically these days. They are all saved at bit.ly/ 
GFNCJournals. The index to our Library is here bit.ly/GENCLibrary 


The front cover photo shows a Spotted Pardalote beside its excavated nest burrow. The image by David Boyle was 
taken at Bert Boardman Reserve on the Meredith Education Area excursion, 19/9/21 (see the full excursion report 
pp. 5-7). 


On the back cover are images taken by Craig Morley on 28/9/21, of a Magpie-lark nesting on a power pole in Newtown. 


Yellow Gum Nature Reserve 


A new reserve, the Yellow Gum Nature Reserve, has 
recently been opened in Ocean Grove. The purpose 
of the reserve is to protect Eucalyptus leucoxylon ssp. 
bellarinensis Bellarine Yellow Gum, a subspecies of _ 
Yellow Gum endemic to the Bellarine Peninsula. — 


YELLOW GUM 
NATURE RESERVE 


Why protect the Bellarine Yellow Gums? 
Bollarne Yellow Ce 
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PROTECTING OUR NATURAL AREAS 


Yellow Gum Nature Reserve information board 
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Photo: Margaret Alcorn 


The reserve is managed by the City of Greater Geelong 
and is further protected by a Trust for Nature 
conservation covenant. The Council states that ‘The 
protection and management of Bellarine Yellow-gum 
within residential Ocean Grove is crucial to the long-term 
conservation of the species’ (City of Greater Geelong 
2016 p.2). 


The Bellarine Yellow Gum is a small tree growing up to 

12 m in height, with fibrous, grey bark at its base anda 
smooth upper trunk. It has waxy and opposite juvenile 
leaves, globular buds which are often prominently 
beaked, and large round fruits on stalks that are longer 
than the fruits. It produces cream-coloured flowers in late 
autumn to early spring that provide an important source of 
nectar for wildlife when little else is flowering. 


Bellarine Yellow Gum flower 


Photo: Margaret Alcom 


Bellarine Yellow Gum grows on heavy clay soils that are 
waterlogged in winter and subject to salt-laden coastal 
winds. Land clearing since European settlement has 
made this subspecies endangered in Victoria. It is listed 
as threatened under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 
1988 (DSE 2003 p.2). Once widespread on the peninsula, 
it now mainly occurs as isolated, scattered trees. 


Margaret Alcorn 


The flowering season of the Bellarine Yellow Gum 
overlaps with the annual migration of the critically 
endangered Swift Parrot which breeds in Tasmania and 
spends the colder months in eucalyptus forests on the 
mainland. 


Swift Parrot 
Photo: Karyn Brown 


This eBird data shows that Swift Parrots use the Yellow 
Gum Nature Reserve for both northward migration in 
autumn and southern migration in spring. Each green bar 
represents one week, and the height of the bar 
represents frequency of reporting. 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov De 


Bar chart: Swift Parrot migration pattern through the Yellow Gum 
Nature Reserve 


The reserve also provides habitat for many other bird 
species, with 104 species listed for this eBird hotspot 


https://ebird.org/australia/hotspot/L2548766. 


Many species of lorikeets and parrots nest in the reserve. 
There are nesting records of White-faced Heron, 
Australian Wood Duck, Noisy Miner and Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoo. 
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White-faced Heron 


Photo: Margaret Alcorn 
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On blocks adjoining the reserve, | have seen an Eastern 
Grey Kangaroo, Southern Brown Tree Frogs, a Blotched 
Blue-tongued Lizard and a Jacky Dragon. 


The reserve can be accessed from Goandra Drive, 
Yellow Gum Drive, Conran Drive and Alfred Court. 


References: 
City of Greater Geelong (2016) Ocean Grove Tree 
Planting Guidelines', Ocean Grove Significant Tree 


Project, accessed 13 September 2021 


https://geelongaustralia.com.au/trees/documents/ 


item/8d45f2ae6802/33.aspx 
Department of Sustainability and Environment (2003) 


‘Bellarine Yellow Gum Eucalyptus leucoxylon ssp. 
Bellarinensis’, Action Statement, Flora and Fauna 
Guarantee Act 1988, No. 180, accessed 13 


September 2021 https://bit.ly/2ZyqUhB 


Southern Michelin Ant 


hen tidying-up after the rather hasty conclusion to 


a plastic container with a small ant inside. Photographs 

taken and inserted in iNaturalist brought the result that it 
was probably a Dracula ant Amblyopone sp., a dealate 

female'. 


Dracula ant, Carlisle River 4/4/21 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


| didn't think too much more about it until, while checking 
the tiles we have at a Sutherlands Creek property, ants 
of similar appearance were found under several of the 
tiles. Again, a photograph of the individual posted on 
iNaturalist brought results—it was identified as 
Amblyopone australis, this time with the name of 
Southern Michelin Ant or Large Native Ant. 


A rather cursory search of the Atlas of Living Australia 
(ALA) revealed just a handful of records of the ant in our 
region. One was a winged queen photographed at Stony 
Creek at Staughton Vale by Reiner Richter on 2 April 
2020. The other records were old—the You Yangs in 
1959, Bacchus Marsh in 1922 and on 19 January 1932 
when John Clark collected 18 specimens at Gellibrand. 


| don't imagine that the ant is rare, simply that its life 
cycle doesnt bring it into contact with us unless we 
actively search for it or find it by chance. 
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our fauna survey at Carlisle River in March, | found 


Trevor Pescott 


Unlike many ant species Amblyopone australis lives in 
small colonies numbering just tens, or perhaps hundreds, 
of individuals; the nests are usually beneath logs or 
stones. The adults hunt other arthropods which they 
paralyse or kill with their sting. The larvae are fed on the 
dismembered victims. 


New colonies begin with the winged, adult males leaving 
the nest. The winged females follow sometime later but 
seem reluctant to fly, running around for a while before 
taking flight. They fly only a short distance and land on 
some elevated vegetation. Here they rest with their 
gaster elevated which they massage with their hind legs, 
presumably releasing a pheromone to attract the males. 


After mating, the female drops to the ground where she 
makes a cell in the soil in which she lays her eggs. 
Occasionally several females, or queens, build a joint 
colony. 


The now-wingless (dealate) females, or colony queens, 
forage for food for their first brood of larvae, and may 
continue to do so when there are subsequent broods to 
be fed. This may have been the case with the Carlisle 
River specimen we found. 


Amblyopone australis gains its name ‘dracula ant’ from 
the larvae—if food is scarce the stronger larvae kill and 
eat the weaker ones! Sometimes the workers, and even 
the queen, may also feed on the larvae. But they have 
another source of food. The queen sometimes produces 
trophic eggs’ which are food for the larvae and for the 
queen herself in times of shortage. (These are unviable 
eggs or egg-like structures. ) 


The ants are found in Eastern Australia and New 
Zealand where they were accidentally introduced in 
ship-ballast from Brisbane in 1876; they are now well 
established throughout the North Island. They are the 
largest introduced ant in New Zealand. 


(So far, | have not been able to discover the origin of the 
name Michelin ant—could it be from the first Norwegian 

restaurant to receive three Michelin stars for excellence? 
Its menu includes delicacies in which lemons have been 
replaced with ants for their flavour.) 
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Exhibition and nature based activites 


25 September - 28 November 
National Woo] Museum, Geelong 
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After a few false starts, the Geelong Nature Forum kicks 
off with an exhibition by local environment groups 
showcasing their role and the activities of their volunteer 
members. Also on display is the Alphabet Bird project and 
artwork from Geelong school children. The National Wool 
Museum will be controlling entry to the exhibition in 
accordance with current government COVID controls. 
Normal museum entry fees will apply. 


AN 
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Associated activities and excursions started on 
September 24 with a platypus survey, water bugs 


demonstration, and visits to Sparrovale Wetlands. These 
activities were open to the public and fully subscribed (a 
limited number of participants due to COVID restrictions). 
Further activities are planned for October and November. 
Details about the Nature Forum and associated activities 
can be viewed at this Eventbrite page 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/o/geelong-nature-forum- 
committee-18346255068 


The Geelong Nature Forum working group are reviewing 
whether a presentation day Is feasible during the 
exhibition period. This will depend on meeting limits and 
availability of speakers. A presentation day will be free to 
the public. 


The Geelong Nature Forum is a joint initiative of the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Club and City of Greater 
Geelong, with support from the Victorian Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Corangamite 
Catchment Management Authority, Barwon Water and 
the Gordon TAFE. 


Motion on Notice—GFNC 2022 fees 


At the November General meeting (Tuesday 2 November) the Club Treasurer, Graham Possingham, will move that 
Annual Fees for Membership of the GFNC for the next year (2022) not be increased over 2021 rates'. This has been 


discussed and is supported by the Committee. 


September butterfly report 


utterflies are back. Pupation is their lockdown. 

Australian Painted Ladies and Yellow Admirals have 
migrated south. The Australian Painted Ladies are much 
more numerous and arrived earlier. Butterflies can fly 
very long distances in spite of their small wing size and 
constantly beating wings. They rest at night. 


Both Imperial and Spotted Jezebels were observed, as 
well as some late Meadow Argus. A Monarch was seen 
at Darley on the Lerderderg River. This species can turn 
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Candalides hyacinthinus Varied Dusky-blue, upper wing 


Valda Dedman 


up in the Geelong region at any time of the year, in any 
area and usually singly. The four Varied Dusky-blue at 
Anglesea were of both sexes and looking perfect. 


Observers: 

BML, Bernie Lingham; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; DTy, 
David T ytherleigh; GA, George Appleby; GGt, Geoff 
Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; JN, John Newman; 
JPo, Jenny Possingham; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, 
Marilyn Hewish; RLw, Rod Lowther. 
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Candalides hyacinthinus Varied Dusky-blue, under wing 


Photos: John Newman 
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Highton 1. Found lying on the road, not at all | GP 
well. Had been a wet and cold night. 

Darley, Lerderderg River 1. Flying N along river bank. Settled | MHe 
briefly 

Blue Rocks 1. Flying around boxthorn on the GA 
seaward edge of the dunes. 


Paraparap One on road and 2 flying around JN, DTy 
mistletoe, 08.45 a.m. 


11/9/21 


Long Forest SW block 1. Settled on sunny track through 
weedy grassland. 


Anglesea Heath 4 different butterflies seen; both 
sexes, beautiful crisp faultless 


Varied Dusky-blue 


JN, DTy 


plumage, in healthland. 


1/9/21 Seaview Reserve 10-15, mainly in southern part of RLw 
Seaview Reserve. 

2/9/21 Cuthbertson Drive Ocean 3 seen in backyard; warm afternoon. | BML 

Grove 

2/9/21 13th Beach near Blue Rocks | Seen in foredune-secondary dune GA, CFr 
transition. Max. 4 in sight at any one 
time with likely many more. 

2/9/21 Wandana Heights 3 flying in high wind but bright sun at | JN 
4.30 p.m. Very rapid, settling briefly 
on mulched gardens. 

4/9/21 The Sands Torquay 23. Cool, southerly windy & sunny. 
Mostly seen in the area of shelter 
belt on southern side of golf course. 

10/9/21 Lake Modewarre One flying amongst the common GA 
flowering Senecio adjacent to the 
flooded grassland edge of the lake. 

11/9/21 Long Forest Djerriwarrh Tk One flew through, landing for short MHe 
time on track. 

11/9/21 Anglesea Heath At least 5 at various sites along JN, DTy 
Forest Rd. 

12/9/21 oteiglitz seen in a few places in the park, JPo, GP 
with 10 seen near Bert Boardman 
Reserve. 

17/9/21 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve | 15. Sighted in several places along | JPo, GP 
the tracks. 

Yellow Admiral 11/9/21 Deal Ave Jan Juc One in back garden. 

20/9/21 Highton One. First seen in garden this GP 
season. 

21/9/21 Highton One. Fluttering around the front JN 
garden. 

25/9/21 Verner St East Geelong One. Fluttering around the front DTy 
garden. 

Meadow Argus 6/9/21 Seaview Reserve 6 in northern part of reserve. Quite RLw 

active once disturbed. 
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Meredith Education Area (MEA) excursion report 


19 September 2021 


Moorabool River 


Photo: Deborah Evans 


he GFNC have visited the MEA several times over 

the past few decades. The variety of vegetation and 
birdlife, plus the scenic Moorabool Valley and geological 
formations, make it an attractive site for naturalists to 
explore. It is not as well-visited as the nearby Brisbane 
Ranges—a 4WD vehicle is recommended to traverse the 
rough tracks that can be steep and slippery. 


On the day, the continually changing COVID regulations 
allowed us to gather at Coopers Bridge, (on the 
Meredith-Steiglitz Road). Many birds were noted there, 
including several honeyeater species. David Boyle 
discussed some of the previous GFNC trips to the area, 
interesting observations and the plan for the day. 


We travelled uphill towards Meredith and turned right into 
an unnamed road located 100 m before you reach 
Pioneer Ridge Road. Taking a fork to the right and down 
a rough track led to our first stop on a ridge above the 
valley. The dominant tree species was Red Stringybark. 
The north facing rocky slopes had little understory, while 
the south facing slope was well grassed. 


Some of us explored the ridge and the more adventurous 
descended the hill towards the Moorabool River. The 
observation of four different species of cuckoos showed 
that spring had arrived. Interesting plant species included 
flowering Peach Heath, Thin-leaf Wattle and Trailing 
opeedwell. Waxlip Orchids were in flower. Twining 
Fringe-lily and Early Nancies provided a splash of colour. 


We returned to the Meredith-Steiglitz Road, driving 
downhill back towards the river and turning left into 
another unnamed road that intersects just after the end of 
the guardrail section. We followed the track down to a 
ridge top parking area and had morning tea beneath Red 
Box trees. 


A steep track led down to the river and this enticed the 
bird watchers, while the plant enthusiasts explored the 


Barry and Bernie Lingham 
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Acacia aculeatissima Thin-leaf Wattle 


e 


Photo: Barry Lingham 


range of wildflowers among the nearby Grass-tree area. 
To prevent spread of phytophthora, we made sure to 
spray everyone's boots. 


The bird highlight of this stop was the sighting of three 
Wedge-tailed Eagles. Plants noted included four orchid 
species, two species of Mistletoe and several specimens 
of a very puzzling mostly prostrate plant. 


Initially, the light-coloured hairy areas of the strange plant 
looked like sepals of an emerging flower in the leaf axils. 
It was only when looking at the images later, that it 
became clearer that the hairy growths were part of the 
leaf growth. The plant was identified as a Wahlenbergia 
sp. Bluebell. After posting images to iNaturalist, a helpful 
person explained they had seen similar growths on 
Bluebells and these were most likely galls. 


We were reluctant to leave this interesting site but our 
lunch spot was back in Steiglitz where we gathered at the 
Bert Boardman Reserve. The chance to chat and catch 
up with fellow members was much appreciated, 
considering most GFNC excursions this year were 
cancelled due to ongoing restrictions. 


During lunch, we discovered an announcement had been 
made that the Geelong Region was going back into 
lockdown the next day, so we were all very glad we had 
ventured out before the lockdown was called. 


The Steiglitz area is renowned for its wildflowers and a 
short walk after lunch allowed us to note many additional 
orchids and other flowering plants. Some of us were 
lucky to be able to sit quietly and watch a Spotted 
Pardalote busily excavating a nest burrow—a memorable 
way to end a most pleasant outing. 


Thanks to David for the research and planning for a 
delightful day; Graham and Jeff for recording the bird 
observations; and everyone who assisted in compiling 
the plant list. 
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Meredith Education Area, GFNC Excursion 19 September 2021 


Incidental Plant List 


MEAStop1 .— ,| AJ) ^ MEAStp2 ;/,; ^ —-— 
Einadia nutans 
Hardenbergia violacea # Purple Coral-pea 
Pultenaea daphnoides # 
Senecio linearifolius# __|Fireweed Groundsel _|Pterostylis sp. 
Ulex europaeus # * 
Ulex europaeus # * 
Xanthorrhoea australis — AustralGrasstree | o [o 
Telit — — — | ree ist —— — 

Acacia dealbata ^ Silver Wattle 


Acacia pycnantha # Golden Wattle Eucalyptus polyanthemos 
Eucalyptus macrorhyncha Red Stringbark | 
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Wahlenbergia sp. showing 
signs of growths/galls. 


| g Nn Photos: Bernie Lingham 
in ! 4 i ^ F. 
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Meredith Education Area, GFNC Excursion 19 September 2021 
Bird List 


Species (Coopers Bridge MEA Stop 1 MEA Stop 2 (Comments — — 
Australian Wood Duck | 2 | [| 0 l 
Horsefield Bronze-Cuckoo | | 1 | Hed ——— 0 
Shining Bronze-Cuckoo | | 1 | Hed —— 0 
PallidCuckoo — — | — 0| 1 Hear — — 0 0. 
Fan-tailedCuckoo — — — | 1 | 1 | 1 Heard 

Srawnecedlbs J — | (| 55  Fyngover ——  —— 
WedgedaledEage J | 1 [| 83 /]|  . / o; -. 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo | — 3 — | [o |o 
Gaah — 0000000 | 0 a a a 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo — | 2 |  — (| 28 Flying over ——  — 
Crimson Rosela J 2 | [o 1d j| 0 
Wnite-throated Treecreeper — | o | 
Superb Fairywren J 8 | 86 jJ 
Yelow-faced Honeyeater | 3 | 3 | 7 0 — - 
RedWattlebird 0| 000000 | 000 | 3 a 
New Holland Honeyeater | 4 J [o l - 
Wnite-eared Honeyeater J 7o | 
Spotted Pardaiote J | | Hear 0 
StatedPardaoe J |  — | 2 perd —  — 
White-browed Scrubwren | 2 | 3 [0 l - 
Brown Thombit J 4 | 3 [| 83 o  ».- 
Australian Magpie (White-backed)| — — 1 | | — 2 Attacked Wedge-tailed Eagle 
Grey Currawong J o o oaa [ooo |o 
Black-faced Cuckooshrike | — 2 | O [ l 
Grey Shrikethrusn J 3 J o l 
Rufous Whister J o 2 J l 
Grey Fantail J 2 J 4 [| 1 J| d  . —- 
M ———— M—R—— M 


Welcome Swallow per m memes memes — —À 
Sivereye E o [ooo oo [ooo 
Red-browed Finch ENTIS 


Fauna survey 
7—10 October 2021 
Buckley Park, Pt Lonsdale 


We will be assisting the City Of Greater Geelong in its study of Buckley Park, the coastal woodland between Ocean 
Grove and Point Lonsdale. 


We will meet at the end of Gill Road, off Fellows Road Point Lonsdale. 
Note: Gill Road is a dirt road with muddy patches. 
We have permission to access via private property through a locked gate, so please be on time. 


Thursday 7 October: Meet at 1.00 p.m. to set up the equipment. 
Friday 8 October to Sunday 10 October: Meet at 8.00 a.m. to check the equipment 


COVID safe regulations will apply. Please email me at ppescott@gmail.com if you plan to attend so that | can advise 
you of any late changes. 
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September fauna report 


t is obvious from the records that reptiles, and 

amphibians, have been very active over the last month. 
By contrast, there have been relatively few mammal 
sightings, reflecting perhaps the limited time we have 
been able to spend out in the bushland due to COVID 
restrictions. All the reports received and logged onto the 
club observations webpages ultimately find their way to 
the Victorian Biodiversity Atlas and the Atlas of Living 
Australia where they are available for research and 
conservation activities. They go beyond the club's 
recording pages, important as that is to our members, 
and reach the permanent records of Australian wildlife. 
o0 please keep sending them in! 


Platypus: one observed in the Barwon River at Ceres at 
3.30 p.m. on 1 September; its presence was first noted 
by people who were fishing in the river (GP,JPo). On 16 
oeptember a Platypus was observed ‘about 2 m from my 
kayak for about five seconds swimming close to the north 
bank of the Barwon River at Fyansford. It swam in a 
small circle then dived out of sight. About an hour later in 
the same vicinity about 5 m away one was seen 
skimming the surface of the water with its beak from side 
to side for about three seconds before it dived 
underwater. Uncertain if it was the same animal’ (BSm). 


Short-beaked Echidna: one seen briefly among piled-up 
dead grass-tree vegetation at the Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve (GA,CFr). 


Common Ringtail Possum: at around 3.00 p.m. on 8 
oeptember, an adult was seen moving through the trees 
in the front garden. It may have been disturbed from its 
sleeping quarters earlier in the day. It moved into the 
most densely foliaged tree, a Black Wattle, where it 
remained through the afternoon. Where it went later is 
not known (TP). 


Koala: one observed at Batesford on 14 September 
(JPo,GP). Another was heard grunting from a grove of 
eucalypts along Gravelly Track, Long Forest on 23 
September. ‘| couldn't find it for a photo—and | really 
wanted a photo!—as it is the first l've seen in Long Forest 
for many years!’ (MHe). On 19 September two were seen 
fairly close together upstream from the Cumberland River 
Caravan Park in the Otway Ranges (CFr,GA). A male 
was noted in a eucalypt at Lerderderg State Forest on 26 
september. ‘He would pull a branch of leaves towards 
himself, sniff them, then eat a few’ (RAu,BI). 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo: three noted crossing the track 
in the north section of the Bannockburn Bushland 
Reserve, from the golf course into the woodland on 14 
oeptember (TP). Five were seen in the south-west block 
in Long Forest on 26 September (MHe). 


Swamp Wallaby: 'on 14 September a wallaby came 
bounding up the driveway to the corner of the back fence 
in Ocean Grove. Although there have been sightings of 
echidnas (twice), ringtail and brushtail possums, 
flying-foxes and other bats as well as hares and rabbits, 
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Trevor Pescott for the Fauna Group 


this is the first wallaby on the block. Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoos, Noisy Miners, ravens and magpies all made 
a hell of a din’ at seeing it! (TFI). On 17 September four 
were observed in the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, 
along South and Centre Tracks; one had a small joey in 
her pouch (JPo,GP). 


Dolphin sp.: a small group of about four was seen briefly 
off Black Rocks on 26 August (GA). On 2 September a 
small dark individual was noted just offshore from the 
main access track in the surf zone of larger waves at 
Blue Rocks (GA). 


Seal sp.: two or three seals were seen distantly from Pt 
Addis on 11 September; they were fully breaching from 
the sea as though they were being harassed by a shark 
(CFr,GA). 


Feral Goat: four—a large dark male, two females and a 
juvenile—were seen off Red Ironbark Track in the 
Brisbane Ranges on 11 September (BL). 


Fallow Deer: five observed on Thompson Road in the 
Brisbane Ranges on 14 September about 2.50 p.m.; two 
adults and three young, they were ‘normal’ coloured, not 
white as they are often seen (RAu). On 25 September 
three white individuals were seen at Gherang Gherang 
Reserve (AW,PWa). 


Brown Hare: two in the Teesdale Grassland Reserve, 
seen near each other in the grasslands (CFr,GA). 


There were many observations of frogs this month, as 
well as a good range of reptiles. 


Eastern Banjo Frog: on 3 September seven were noted 
on the walking track, or in the grass beside it, in the 
Lerderderg State Park between 5.30-7.00 p.m. None 
was heard calling although there were two other frogs 
quite vocal. This section of the Lerderderg must be pretty 
good habitat!’ Then in Albert Street, Darley at 7.20 p.m. 
two were heard ‘pobblebonking’ in a grassy area beside 
the street (RAu). Many were heard calling from the golf 
course ponds at The Sands, Torquay, and from the 
Karaaf Wetlands nearby on 4 September (GGt). On 17 
oeptember several were heard calling from a small dam 
in a paddock off the North Track at the Ocean Grove 
Nature Reserve (GP,JPo). 


Spotted Grass Frog: at least four were heard calling 
from the Water Ribbon pond at Jerringot on 4 September 
(JN), and on 16 September three were found under tiles 
at the Sutherlands Creek survey site (HSc,LBr, TP). 


Southern Brown Tree Frog: at least one was heard 
calling from the flooded ponds at the Yollinko Wetlands in 
Newtown on 5 September (JN). On 16 September three 
were found under separate tiles at the Sutherlands Creek 
survey site (HSc,LBr, TP). 


Common Eastern Froglet: at least 10 were heard 
calling from a flooded pond at the Yollinko Wetlands in 
Newtown on 5 September (JN). 


Marbled Gecko: on 3 September two were found under 
a birdbath in the garden at Victoria Terrace Belmont, and 
on 27 September two were disturbed under a tile in the 
same garden (TP). 


Jacky Lizard: one was seen basking on a rock at The 
oands, Torquay in the late afternoon on 1 September 
(GGt). On 4 September one was observed basking in the 
sunshine on a north-facing dune at Ocean Grove (BL). 
On 11 September one was noted on the edge of the path 
at The Sands, Torquay; then on September 16 there was 
an extended view of two males in a territorial dispute and 
a brief sighting of a third in another locality at The Sands 
(GGt). One noted in the Anglesea Heath on 26 
september (AW,PWa). Two were noted at the 
Esplanade, Torquay, in the planted area near the 
children's playground on 27 September (GGt). 


Eastern Three-lined Skink: on 4 September there were 
at least 18 observed beside The Ocean Throughway, 
Ocean Grove. They were actively feeding in the leaf-litter 
on the north-facing coastal dunes. They were extremely 
fast, sliding through the leaf-litter to attack flies and other 
insects, folding back their front legs and propelling 
themselves with their stronger hind legs (BL). Three were 
found under tiles at a survey site at Little River Ripley 
Reserve on 10 September (TP). 


Garden Skink: one observed sun-basking on a log at the 
north section of the Bannockburn Bushland Reserve on 
16 September (TP). 


Whites Skink: one was found beneath a roof tile laid out 
by the Fauna Group in the eastern section of the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve on 6 September (BL). 


Metallic Skink: one was seen sun-basking, then chasing 
insects, in the garden at Ocean Grove on 6 September 

(BL). One was seen sun-basking on a log in the garden in 
Belmont on 24 September; then a look around the garden 
on September 27 found about six in different places (TP). 


Blotched Blue-tongued Lizard: On 23 September, one 
was noted basking on the edge of Surf Coast Walk 
behind the Torquay Golf Course (GGt). 


Eastern Blue-tongued Lizard: One at The Sands, 
Torquay on 1 September; a small individual that climbed 
up among a tussock grass clump (GGt). 


Lowland Copperhead: a small individual was observed 
sun-basking in late afternoon sunshine at the Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve on 26 September (GA,CFr). 


Observers: 

AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry Lingham; BI, Bridget Inder; 
BSm, Brett Smith; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; GA, George 
Appleby; GGt, Geoff Gates; GP, Graham Possingham; 
HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; JPo, Jenny 
Possingham; LBr, Lance Breguet; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; 
PWa, Phil Watson; RAu, Ross Auchettl; TFI, Tom 
Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott. 


Changes to observations on the GFNC website 


eep an eye out for some changes to the 
Observations menus on the GFNC website 
https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations. Some changes 
have taken place already. Others will come soon, as they 
need a bit more work. 


We have added a checkbox to each ‘non-bird’ 
observation form to indicate if an observation has been 
added to iNaturalist. This is similar to what we already 
have for Bird observations and eBird—it avoids double 
entries when we upload data to the Atlas of Living 
Australia each year. It helps to also add a link to the 
iNaturalist record in the link section of the form. This lets 
others see the details of the observation. 


For Mammals we'll be adding a drop-down list of species. 
We'll also update the existing observations to match that 


Graham Possingham 


new list. This will bring Mammals into line with Birds, 
Reptiles, and Butterflies. Having standard names makes 
the task of uploading data to the Atlas of Living Australia 
less time consuming—plus it's easier for members to 
search and group existing observations. 


We will be removing the ability to add Plant, 
Miscellaneous, and Sensitive observations: the existing 
data will remain. These categories are very rarely used 
and are of limited use for research. With increasing use of 
iNaturalist, observations can be recorded in other ways. 


Finally, just a reminder that to add observations you need 
to login to the site. Request login information from the 
club if you don't already have a User ID and password. At 
present there is no other requirement to login to use the 
rest of the website or to view observations. 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any time. 
Donations will be used for the environmental purposes of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 /433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with your name and that it is a donation to the GFN Environment 
Fund. We will issue you with a numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. Donations of $2.00 or more are 


tax-deductible. 
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September bird observations—some highlights 


t has been very exciting to read through this month's 

bird records submitted to the club website, eBird and 
iNaturalist. Many people have been out between 
enforced lockdowns to make the most of early spring 
birding. This has revealed an amazingly diverse 
collection of records with some real thrills among them. 


This month we have had numerous records from the 
farmland and plains west of Geelong and it is a reminder 
of some of the seasonal gems that can be found out that 
way. A trip to Lake Modewarre was rich in bird diversity, 
including three Brown Quail in wet grass and a Spotted 
Harrier—an uncommon species in our region whose 
movements are still unclear. Further west were such 
highlights as nine Gull-billed Terns foraging over a 
ploughed field in Barunah Park, several Australasian 
Bushlarks singing in fields, Fairy Martins gathering mud 
at a culvert soon after their spring return, a Restless 
Flycatcher also seen here was pleasing, and an 
amazing congregation of 145 Australian Magpies 
scattered across a paddock. What a sight! Another 
Brown Quail was flushed from a roadside drain at 
Wingeel. 


Brown-headed, White-naped and Yellow-faced 
Honeyeaters have all been seen in small groups around 
Wingeel, Murgheboluc and Ceres. The exodus of 
migratory honeyeaters to warmer areas over winter 
occurs as a mass movement. However, the return of 
these birds appears to be far more subtle; in small 
groups moving through roadside corridors and bushland, 
and their presence at this time of the year is very 
interesting to document. And a Crescent Honeyeater 
calling from a garden at St Leonards near the Beach Rd 
car park for Edwards Pt Reserve was a most unexpected 


delight https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S95226394 


There have been plenty of interesting sightings along our 
coast. Jan Juc has been running hot with interesting 
sightings, including Australian Wood Ducks on a 
median strip behaving oddly, while resident Tawny 
Frogmouths are nesting there again. A small group of 
Blue-winged Parrots were seen feeding in the area at a 
community park. A White-fronted Tern was an 
uncommon winter visitor at the Barwon Estuary, loafing 
with a large flock of Crested Terns. Black Rock provided 
interest with another flock of Gull-billed Terns flying east 
and four Pink-eared Ducks floating on the sea 
offshore—a most interesting sight. The same observers 
in this area also saw two Weebills there in a revegetation 
corridor—most unexpected. A Caspian Tern fishing 
successfully amongst a small flock of Little Black 
Cormorants in the Barwon River was fascinating. 


Latham's Snipe are now being seen in low numbers in 
many locations across Geelong, having returned from 
their Japanese breeding grounds. An Intermediate Egret 
on Belmont Common, documented on iNaturalist, was a 
remarkable sighting of this very unusual wetland bird. 
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John Newman and Craig Morley 


Cattle Egrets have not been obvious this winter and a 
small flock of 23 at Corio complements small groups at 
Bellorae and Ocean Grove this month. Australian Wood 
Ducks were very intriguing on several rooftops in 
suburban Newtown—perhaps these hollow-nesting ducks 
were desperately looking for a suitable 'site'. Similarly, a 
family of Australian Shelducks, a pair with nine chicks, 
walking along a bushland road in the Brisbane Ranges 
had presumably bred in a hollow in the forest. 


Belmont's Princes Bridge Australasian Darter colony is 
back in action with nest repairs and occupancy 
underway. Pallid Cuckoos have returned to our region 
with at least one silent bird being buffeted about by a 
north wind at Swan Bay on 24 September. There were 
others recorded in the days that followed. In very recent 
news a Magpie-lark has been observed putting the 
finishing touches to a nest on a power pole in Newtown 
(see photos back cover.) 


Together with the Jan Juc sighting, Blue-winged Parrots 
have been seen in Cargerie, and Common 
Bronzewings are nesting again in Ocean Grove. Little 
Wattlebirds have been observed at Bacchus Marsh 
where they are rare, and also at Ocean Grove. Rufous 
Whistlers calling at locations such as Distillery Creek 
and Barunah Park certainly heralds the arrival of spring. 
A Speckled Warbler at the You Yangs was a great 
sighting of this scarce woodland bird. 


A white morph Grey Goshawk was recorded at Teesdale 
calling conspicuously. A Little Eagle at Queens Park 
high in a pine tree may be an indication of breeding— a 
site they have used on past occasions. 


A very exciting find was a Lewin’s Rail https://ebird.org/ 
checklist/595003567 heard at Jerringot giving repeated 
‘kek’ calls—try this link to gain more of an appreciation of 
the call the keen observer heard over several late 
afternoons https://ebird.org/australia/species/lewrai1 
Some keen-eyed observers remind us that Black-faced 
Cormorant do breed on the cliffs at Port Campbell 


https://ebird.org/australia/checklist/S94721200 


Once more we thank the myriad observers, numbering 
well over 40, who diligently record our birdlife with 
observations on our club website 
https://www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 
and directly into eBird as complete lists or incidental 
records https://ebird.org/australia/home Remember to 
login to gain maximum benefit from looking through these 
resources. 


September invertebrates report 


Rod Lowther 
hether it was a break in the lockdown or improving of non-adults, go to the family or genus taxa page, click 
spring weather, September has seen a significant on More photos' and then select Life stage'. This is a 

increase in observations recorded in the iNaturalist GFNC good way to see photos of the larvae of butterflies/moths 


Invertebrates Collection project. Eleven species were in our area. 
reported for the first time. This brings the total species 


count to an impressive 1807. Over September, GFNC Invertebrates Collection project 


members added a further 310 observations and recorded 
Dragonflies, damselflies, flies and members of many 151 species. Click here for the September list. 

more invertebrate families are becoming active. 
Identification can be more difficult in these early spring 
months as people see larvae and nymphs that can bear 
little resemblance to the adult of the species. | ask 


The table below provides stats for September by major 
taxonomic group at the time of report preparation. These 
numbers will increase as further observations are 


observers to annotate records with this additional SLOTS, 

information (larva/nymph) when applicable. These Observation highlights are shown in the grid photo format 
annotations will improve database quality and make below and in the table on pp. 12-13, with some details 
identification easier in the longer term. To see examples about each observation. 
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Flies 


Grasshoppers, Crickets, T 3 
Katydids 


White Banded House Ju... 3 


Australian Garden Man... Orange Assassin Bug Eastern Bush Orbweaver 


Eurymela distincta Trigonidium albovittata Subgenus Chilalictus 


Vandiemenella viatica 


Geelong Naturalist October 2021 11 


Wandering Percher Wandering Ringtail Diamond Comb-footed ... 


Genus Cleora 


+ 
Gov te 


lathusa therm Subidaria Moth 


Ca osticha Wattle Tick Scale 


Common Scientific Name Date Location Comments Observer 
Name Observed 
Australian Orthodera 19/9/2021 ot Leonards Nymph Mantis; first record for the KCI 
Garden Mantis | ministralis spring/summer period at the start of 
the life cycle of these creatures. 
White Banded | Maratus griseus 18/9/2021 Highton Small common spider around house 
House Jumper and garden becoming more active 
following winter. Good photo of 
head and eyes. 


Orange Gminatus australis | 16/9/2021 Ocean Grove Nymph; adults generally not seen 
Assassin Bug until late October/November 


Gum Eurymela distincta | 15/09/2021 | St Leonards Great photo of the most common of 
Leafhopper the Gum Leafhoppers. Six species 
recorded in our region. Seven 
species in Australia and all feed off 
the sap of eucalyptus. 
Trigs Cricket Trigonidium 12/09/2021 | Steiglitz First record of this species in the 
albovittata Geelong region. Only 3 records in 
Victoria. All Research Grade 
observations within Victoria of 
species within this genus have been 
made in September. 


oweat Bee Lasioglossum sp. 12/09/2021 | Steiglitz Many species in this genus. Difficult 
to identify to species level and this 
is the first observation after the 
winter lull. 
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Matchstick Vandiemenella 11/09/2021 | Anglesea Most common Matchstick 

Grasshopper viatica Grasshopper in Victoria. They can 
be seen any time during the year but 
mainly in Sept/Oct and again in the 
March/April period. Seen only in 
drier areas of the Otways and 
Brisbane Ranges. 

Rayed Blue Candalides heathi | 11/09/2021 | Balliang Can be seen in the grassland/ 
woodlands north of Geelong. Larvae 
have been recorded feeding on 
Prostanthera, Pimelea, Eremophila, 
Plantago and Derwentia species and 
are attended by black ants. 

Wandering Diplacodes 8/09/2021 Highton First record of the season (Geelong 

Percher bipunctata Region). This is the most common 
early dragonfly seen in September. 
Last year first seen on the ninth of 
the month. 


Wandering Austrolestes leda 6/09/2021 Highton First record of the season (Geelong GP 

Ringtail Region). Last year first seen on 2 
oeptember. 

Diamond Cryptachaea 4/9/2021 Drysdale First record in the GFNC collection, KCI 

Comb-footed veruculata although previously seen a couple of 

opider times by others in the region. 


Curve-horn otathmopodidae 2/9/2021 Wandana There are lots of undescribed LPh 
Moths Family Heights species in this family which are 
small, thin and can be recognised by 


G) 
5 


UJ Cl 


their bristly hind legs which they hold 
raised. 


Geometer Psilosticha aborpta | 1/9/2021 Wandana Most commonly seen in September. LPh 
Moth Heights 


Geometer Cleora sp. 2/9/2021 Darley An undescribed species. [his is a MHe 
Moth desert species, main range in NW 

Vic. There is an isolated population 

in the rain shadow area around 

Bacchus Marsh (Bacchus Marsh, 

Long Forest, Werribee Gorge, 

Brisbane Ranges). 


oouthern Culex 31/8/2021 Anglesea First record in the Geelong Region PCr 
House quinquefasciatus but has been seen many times and 
Mosquito recorded in Melbourne. 
Tufted Moth Calathusa 31/8/2021 Darley Desert species. First record from MHe 
thermosticha Bacchus Marsh with only one other 
record near Melbourne. 
oubidaria Moth | Epyaxa subidaria 31/8/2021 Anglesea Wide ranging species and can be PCr 
seen most of the year. Attractive 
banding on wings. 
Wattle Tick Cryptes baccatus 31/8/2021 Barwon Valley | Fourth record in the collection, but JN 
ocale GC can be seen winter and spring 
across the region. 
Common Melangyna 25/8/2021 Belmont First for the season. The other MMcD 
Halfband viridiceps common hover fly in our area 
(Yellow-shouldered) was first seen 
on the fourteenth of the month. 


Thanks to the following members who submitted phone or tablet app, select PROJECTS in the menu and 
oeptember observations: AW, Alison Watson; BL, Barry search for GFNC. Then select the GFNC Invertebrates 
Lingham; BML, Bernie Lingham; DE, Deborah Evans; Collection Project and click on the JOIN tab. 


GP, Graham Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, 
John Newman; KCI, Kelly Clitheroe; LFo, Lachie Forbes; 
LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MAI, Margaret Alcorn; MHe, 
Marilyn Hewish; MMcD, Margie McDonald; NW, Naomi 


We hope to see many more observations in the GFNC 
Collection as the Great Southern BioBlitz kicks off in 
October—Friday 22 until midnight on Monday 25. 


Wells; PCr, Pete Crowcroft; RLw, Rod Lowther; SKr, References: 
susan Kruss; SRo, Scott Rolph; TP, Trevor Prescott: iNaturalist and Atlas of Living Australia data and 
WCC, Wendy and Colin Cook. taxonomic classifications. 


If you wish to be part of the GFNC Invertebrates 
Collection project, sign in to the iNaturalist website, go to 
the Project page https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gfnc 
-invertebrates-collection and click on the JOIN tab 

located on the right-hand top of the page. If using a 
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Great Southern BioBlitz 2021 


= inally, the Great Southern Bioblitz (GSB) 2021 kicks 
off this month. The observation period commences at 
midnight on Friday 22 October and runs through to the 
end of Monday 25 October. 


Thankfully, COVID restrictions in Geelong and Surf Coast 
have been lifted. Over the next three weeks we can plan 
sites to visit. | will maximise my opportunities to see as 
many plant and animal species as possible. 


The GSB Geelong Region Project covers a wide area, as 
shown below. This large area will enable all members to 
explore many different habitats during the four-day 
period. There are also GSB projects for each Local 
Government Area. Observation records submitted to 
iNaturalist are automatically included in all projects where 
the project area contains the observation. 
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Area covered by the GSB Geelong Region Project 


| have planned to visit four different places over the four 
days—one day in the Otways, another in the woody 
grasslands and bush north of Geelong, one day on the 
Bellarine Peninsula and lastly a day spent locally at 
nearby park reserves and the Geelong Botanic Gardens. 
The order of the visits to each area will be dependent on 
weather and tides. 


For the Geelong Botanic Gardens, | will be looking for 
warmer conditions so that the various invertebrates are 
active. Margaret, my wife, will come along as she has a 
great eye for spotting small creatures. Working as a team 
allows us to use two cameras—one with a macro lens 
always at the ready and the other with a more general 
lens to photograph what may pass our way. 


If there is a day where the weather conditions are less 
than ideal, then it will be off to the Corio Bay foreshore or 
out along the coast where molluscs and other shore 
creatures can be seen at low tide. Low tide enables me to 
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Rod Lowther 


walk out to rock pools and along tide-exposed sandy 
sections. Web sites will be consulted to check tide times. 


Each Bioblitz | have participated in has always included a 
visit to the Armstrong Creek area and the wooded 
bushland of the Dooliebeal Reserve. It is a good area for 
a range of birds and native plants that otherwise cannot 
be seen close to Geelong. 


The Barwon River is a pleasant walk and can throw up 
some interesting observations for those who wish to stay 
local. 


iNaturalist already has many observations recorded in our 
region, so looking at the mapping features can give some 
insights on what species you might expect to see. 


Another way to participate is to keep a look out for 
invertebrates, birds and reptiles in your home and yard. A 
daily list can easily add 20—50 observations and will 
contribute significantly to the GFNC project. 


The organisers of the Great Southern BioBlitz have 
designated the night of Saturday 23 October as Moth 
Night’. It will be very interesting to see how many moths 
can be seen in one evening across the southern 
hemisphere. So set up a sheet at home or in a park or 
bushland reserve and see what comes to the light. For 
your observations to be included in the moth project for 
this night you will need to join this project 


https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/moth -night-2021 - 
a-great-southern-bioblitz-project 


e a 


- 
t- - 
~~ 

m 


n ss 
a +. *2t« X. 9. 
Paes ye 
- 


- 7“. 
D "> 
Ld 


> — b 
5. ^ —*, 9 
- & A. *. 


Moth Night 2021 -A Great Southern Bioblitz 
Project 


Saturday, 23 October 2021 at 5:00 pm 


Opportunities to do surveys have been limited this past 
12 months or more, so it will be great to turn our focus 
again to recording nature. | hope you also can join in and 
enjoy the BioBlitz and | look forward to seeing your 
observations accumulating in iNaturalist. 


There will be a GSB catch up and discussion on Zoom to 
share your plans and chat with others about the BioBlitz 
on 14 October. Two sessions will be held, one afternoon 
session commencing at 4.00 p.m. and one evening 


session commencing at 7.30 p.m. Choose the one most 
convenient for you. Each session will run for about an 
hour. Zoom details will be in the club email newsletter the 
week before. 


After the four-day BioBlitz observation period, the event 
continues for a further week in order to upload 
observations and finalise identifications prior to end of the 
challenge. 


Approximately 100 locations in the southern hemisphere 
are participating in the event. Additional details can be 
found on the following web sites. 


https://greatsouthernbiobl.wixsite.com/website 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/gsb-2021-geelong- 
region 


https://inaturalist.ala.org.au/projects/great-southern- 
bioblitz-2021-umbrella 


Leaves 


here was nothing remarkable about the gum leaf. It 

was long, narrow and slightly curved, the widest part 
of the leaf close to its stalk, the remainder tapering to a 
pointed tip which was now dried up and brown. The rest 
of the leaf was dull green, with a hint of red on the main 
vein which ran down the middle of its length. A network of 
pale veins moved food and water around the leaf. 
Between veins were white dots. These were oil glands, 
tiny cavities in the leaf's surface in which it stored a range 
of chemicals to discourage insects, including the 
compounds which create the characteristic scents of 
eucalyptus, peppermint and, in lemon-scented gums, 
lemon. The leaf edges also had a tinge of red, but were 
no longer smooth. Some insects had adapted to its 
chemicals, and were able to feed on it. On the leaf's 
underside were red spherical galls, with matching small 
brown scars on its upper surface. These were the tree's 
response to a bug laying eggs. Other tiny brown scars 
surrounded by dark circles, were made by a fungus living 
on the leaf surface, but resulting in little harm. 


There was more to the leaf than just its appearance. Its 
surface was covered in microscopic pores. Through the 
pores, the leaf took in carbon dioxide from the air around 
it. Water from the soil travelled along the tree's roots, up 
its trunk, along its branches and into its leaves. Sunlight 
on the leaf caused the carbon dioxide and water to react, 
in the process of photosynthesis. This reaction created 
sugars which gave the plant energy to repair itself and 
grow. Oxygen was also produced in the reaction, and 
was released through the pores into the atmosphere, 
along with some water. In a dry climate like Australia's, 
plants attempt to reduce the loss of water. The gum leaf 
had a waxy surface, which helped to keep water in. It also 
hung from its stalk vertically, so that less of the leaf 
surface was exposed to the hot, drying sun. 


The leaves of some other plants have different 
adaptations to prevent water loss. They may be thick and 
tough, or succulent, or very small, or grow hairs to trap a 
layer of humidity close to the leaf surface. While these 


Wendy Cook 


help the plant to survive, they also limit photosynthesis, 
so the plant will grow slowly. Some plants keep their 
pores closed during the day, only opening them in the 
cool of night to take in carbon dioxide, which is stored in 
the leaf. When the morning sun touches the leaf, 
photosynthesis begins. 


In climates with plenty of moisture, plants grow leaves 
that are thinner and larger. The largest leaves are often 
found on tropical plants, which grow in places with lots of 
rain, and therefore lots of cloud cover. For these plants, 
water loss is not a problem, but insufficient sunlight can 
slow photosynthesis, so they make less food. Their 
leaves are large and held in a horizontal position, 
allowing as much as possible of the leaf surface to be 
exposed to sunshine when it is available. As only the 
upper surface of the leaf can absorb sunlight, it is the only 
surface with pores. The underside of the leaf may look 
quite different and may be paler or hairy. 


Leaves come in a great variety of shapes and textures. 
oome leaves, such as those of banksias, are naturally 
stiff. Others are held up by water pressure, and are 
inclined to wilt in hot weather. Long narrow leaves sway 
easily in the wind without damage. Other leaves are 
made up of a few or many leaflets which also helps them 
to withstand the wind. Sundews have specialised leaves 
with sticky hairs to trap insects, and can then fold around 
their prey and digest it. 


Leaves are homes for many creatures. Lerps hide 
beneath sugary white shells and eat the leaf. Leaf-curling 
spiders use silk to turn a leaf into a tubular home. A few 
species of moths camouflage themselves as leaves, 
being green or brown with a line looking like a vein across 
the middle of their wings. Leaves are important in so 
many ways, as creators of food for plants, insects and 
larger animals, as homes and places of safety for many 
tiny creatures, and as a source of shade which we can all 
appreciate in hot weather. 


Previously published in Meredith and District News, February 2019. 


Geelong Naturalist issues unavailable in print 


Please note that due to equipment damage at the Gordon Printery, the Geelong Naturalist will not appear in print form 
while other printing options are being investigated. 
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GFNC excursion GFNC Bird Group excursion 


sunday 17 October 2021 Thursday 28 October 2021 
Anglesea heathland in spring Lake Ayrey and Birregurra 
Leaders: Alison Watson and Margaret Leader: Trevor Hodson 
MacDonald 


Meet: 9.30 a.m. at Lake Ayrey 
The Anglesea heathland is famous for the many species of 
wildflowers that provide a spectacular sight during Spring. | from Geelong and turn off left into Ayreys Reserve Road. 
Leek orchids should be flowering, along with many other The meeting point is shown on the attached map with 
species. It is also a great place to see birds and coordinates (-38.304623, 143.764014). 
invertebrates. 


Best way to get there is to take the Princes Highway 


Meet: 9:30 a.m. at the Bowling Club in Anglesea, opposite 
the shops. We will travel in convoy to visit several sites of 
interest. 


Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wear wet weather gear, 
solid footwear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen as needed. A 
camera, hand lens and field guides will be handy. 


Contact: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


GFNC Plant Group excursion | ^ 
Monday 11 October 2021 2. 2 
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Murgheboluc Railway Reserve 
For those coming via the Cape Otway Road from 


Seas: Gerry Nonam Geelong, drive west through Birregurra along the Main 
This railway reserve has been the site of a previous GFNC | | Street and proceed along the Birregurra-Warncoort 
excursion in October 2005 where a list of 57 plant species | Road until the Ayreys Reserve Road turn off, about 2.5 
was recorded (published in the November 2005 Geelong km turn right and look out for trains. 
Naturalist). This is a chance for us to compare the plants 


seen then with current species. Bring: the usual equipment, personal protective 


equipment, etc. The adventurous may want to bring 
Meet: 9.30 a.m. at the Harvey Rd crossing of the railway. | | gumboots for a planned walk in Lake Ayrey to see our 
From Bannockburn-Shelford Rd, at the new industrial area | | resident Latham's Snipe. 

in the west of Bannockburn, take Harvey Road for about 3 
km south to the railway crossing and park safely beside 
the road. 


There are no facilities at Lake Ayrey but when we finish 
there we will retire to the Barwon River in Birregurra at 
the Golf Course for refreshments and a walk. 

We will explore the plants in this area and then move on to 
the Murgheboluc Recreation Reserve for a late morning 
tea or early lunch. 


Public toilet facilities are found in the Park at Birregurra, 
corner of Strachan Street and Main Street. 

Bring: Lunch, drinks, snacks. Wear wet weather gear, Contact: Trevor Hodson 0407 185 669 
solid footwear, hat, binoculars, sunscreen as needed. A 
camera, hand lens and field guides will be handy. 


Contact: Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Important notes for excursions 


1. COVID restrictions apply during all excursions. Face masks must be worn, social distancing 
must be observed and a QR check-in (or written check-in) is required. 


2. There are limits on numbers of members who can attend. You must register your interest in 
attending by emailing your details to info@gfnc.org.au. 


3. Check the GFNC Website or Facebook page close to each excursion date for more 
information. 
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Coming events 


Event listings are based on current knowledge of COVID lockdowns. 
If we need to cancel anything that is listed here we'll announce it via the website and Facebook. 


OCTOBER 2021 NOVEMBER 2021 
2 Geelong Nature Forum opens 2 General Meeting: Stuart Lardner—Utilising adaptive (and 
5 General Meeting: Kelly Clitheroe—A tour of the southern innovative) management to enhance ecological values in 


the Brisbane Ranges National Park and You Yangs 
Regional Park 


skies an amateur astronomer's journey and images of the 
southern Hemisphere's celestial wonders 


7-10 Fauna survey: Buckley Park, Pt Lonsdale 9 Plant Group: Barry Lingham—Lepidosperma 

11 | Plant Group: Excursion—Murgheboluc Railway Reserve 11-14 Fauna survey | | 

12 . Plant Group Workshop—Plants of the Murgheboluc 18 Bird Group: Hugh Possingham—Changes in abundance 
Railway Reserve of birds and bird surveying 

17 Excursion: Anglesea heathland in spring 21 Excursion: Teesdale Woodland Reserve 

18 Meeting (Mon): Committee 29 Bird Group Excursion: Bellarine Peninsula 

21 Bird Group: Birgita Hansen—Latham's Snipe 


22-25 Great Southern Bioblitz 


20 Bird Group Excursion: Lake Ayrey and Birregurra 
GFNC COMMITTEE 2021-2022 
President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 


Immediate past President 
oecretary 


Treasurer 
Minutes Secretary 
Committee Members 


Rod Lowther 
Graham Possingham 


Graham Possingham 
Kristine Kristensen 
Trevor Hodson 

Craig Morley 

Tracey Hinton 

Bernie Lingham 
Naomi Wells 

Chris White 


g.possingham@gmail.com 


g.possingham@gmail.com 
kristinedawn@gmail.com 
doctiny@bigpond.com 
craigmorleyoS@bigpond.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
naomicwells@gmail.com 
chriswhite5212@gmail.com 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Membership Officer 


Conservation Subcommittee Chair 
Publications and Communication 


Subcommittee Chair 
Geelong Naturalist Editor(s) 


Deborah Evans 
Rod Lowther 
Deborah Evans 


Bernie Lingham 
Jane Morrow 
Alison Watson 


deb.evans6@bigpond.com 
rod.lowther@live.com 
deb.evans6@bigpond.com 


bernlingham@tpg.com.au 
morrowjanes@gmail.com 
alisonw5//@gmail.com 


Librarian Lorraine Phelan lohelan@bigpond.com 
Web-master Graham Possingham info@gfnc.org.au 

Geelong Bird Report Editor Craig Morley craigmorleyoS@bigpond.com 
General Meeting Minutes info@gfnc.org.au 

Program Coordinator Vacant program@ginc.org.au 

Bird Group Craig Morley craigmorley5(gbigpond.com 
Fauna Group Trevor Pescott ppescott@gmail.com 

Plant Group Barry Lingham lingham@tpg.com.au 


Club Convenors: 
General Meetings 
General excursions 
Bird Group excursions 


Vacant 
Vacant 
Lynne Clarke 


program@gfnc.org.au 
program@gfnc.org.au 
alynneclarke@gmail.com 
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